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380 Geographical Literature and Maps 

book reverts to the solidity of life in immemorial China that it is found so in- 
teresting and that it has such lasting value. William Churchill. 

An Historical Relation of Ceylon, together with somewhat concerning 
Severall Remarkeable passages of my life that hath hapned since my Deliver- 
ance out of my Captivity. By Robert Knox, xlviii and 460 pp. Ills., auto- 
biography, index, map.* James MacLehose & Sons, Glasgow, 1911. 12s 6d. 
9x6. 

At last we have the definitive edition of Knox, a work to whose publication 
Sir Christopher Wren lent his own great name and the credit of the Royal 
Society, which was translated into many languages, yet which' for long has been 
hard to come by. No matter how much later investigations have disclosed 
Ceylon to our better knowledge, Knox must forever remain the basis and 
foundation, for he was the first European to reveal the ancient Taprobane. 
The present editor has performed his task with such reverent touch as marks the 
work of the great Hakluyt Society. The type chosen fitly suggests the dress of 
the first edition of 1681, the old cuts are reproduced by modern process, the very 
title-page with which Richard Chiswell put the new work on sale at the Rose 
and Crown is offered anew to our sight. To this reprint the editor has annexed 
the autobiography of Robert Knox which was strangely discovered in 1910 
among the treasures of the Bodleian Library. This new material gives us in- 
formation as to the early years of the author before his famous captivity. But 
more important is the sea life of Captain Knox after his captivity had dragged 
through a score of years. Here we find a record of the slave trade. After his 
own slavery he sees no injustice in setting others in bonds. He gives a view of 
the Madagascar coast, of Bencoolen in the swamps of Sumatra, of St. Helena, 
of Barbados, of gale and mutiny and the several haps of the sea, all most inter- 
esting in the record of geography when geography was nine-tenths adventure. 

William Churchill. 

The Land of Uz. By Abdullah Mansur (G. Wyman Bury), xxviii and 354 pp. 
Map, f ills., appendices. Macmillan & Co., Ltd., London. 191 1. $2.75. 9x6. 
Jn introducing this work of a dashing explorer Major General Maitland 
speaks of "Mr. Bury's lively pages." The defect is fatal. When an untrained 
writer essays lively pages, the result is inevitably disastrous. Writing still is 
held the one trade which requires no apprenticeship. It is a pity, for this is a 
most interesting region over which the author has scouted, and frequently fought 
with wild men of a wild desert. His field is a small region at the southwestern 
tip of Arabia, Aden and the hinterland, so far as he could make his way by 
force or in disguise in the paths beset by folk who were always thieves and 
might become marauders. The map which accompanies the text will show the 
principal details of the country, yet it will not be found altogether successful in 
illustrating the text when the author chances to pin himself down to statement 
of routes traversed and villages visited. Authorities are by no means agreed in 
establishing a real Job in Yemen or the Hadramaut. The land of Uz may be 
no more than the scene of a philosophical drama, and that seems to be the light 
in which critical theology now regards it. But however we may feel about the 
manner of treatment, the fact remains that these are wholly untrodden paths. 
Not more than five travelers have ventured into this region at all. Mr. Bury 
has crossed their tracks here and there, but has never paralleled them, therefore 
* Listed under " Historical "on p. 400. t Listed under " Arabia " on p. 399. 



